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 Pharmacy Testing Project: Overview

Background

In order to eliminate hepatitis C as a public health concern in London we need to diagnose and support into treatment all those currently infected, and to prevent further transmissions.  This means that opportunities to test people who inject drugs in the community and to educate them about hepatitis C treatment and prevention must be explored.  Once diagnosed, it is important that there is a simple, easy-to-access pathway into care and treatment for these patients.

LJWG is piloting testing in 8 pharmacies that offer needle exchanges across 6 boroughs in London (Westminster, Kensington and Chelsea, Hammersmith and Fulham, Haringey,  Lambeth and Southwark).  These are within three London ODNs: South Thames (HepNet) ODN, and West & North Central ODN.

Project objective 

To reduce the impact of onwards transmission of hepatitis C and reinfection by identifying infection hot spots and potential treatment networks to facilitate access to diagnosis and ensure transition into treatment for this vulnerable mobile population.

This project involves:

· Point of contact testing by identifying patients potentially eligible for treatment in 8 community pharmacies that offer needle exchange. Currently there is little or no hepatitis C testing undertaken at this first and regular point of contact. 
· Supporting active hepatitis C case finding in the identified pilot pharmacies.
· Partnering with the ODNs in different London boroughs to identify novel pathways for both identification of the viral burden and developing strategies to best target resources.
· Identify pathways and barriers in each pilot from testing in the needle exchange, and to accessing assessment and treatment through the Operational Deliver Network (ODN) Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT).

The main benefit to patients will be to provide quick and easy access to testing and a clear pathway into assessment and treatment in specialist care. 

The findings will inform ODNs and commissioners in London and nationally providing a template for effective case finding and onward referral and treatment.

Next steps

8 pharmacies are taking part in the pilot across 6 boroughs.  
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Testing in the 8 pharmacies started in November 2017 and initial results are expected early in 2018.

For more details, please contact info@ljwg.org.uk
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